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L INTRODUCTION _

The genus Arodonta is well represented in the fresh waters of Traly.
Notwithstanding the large populations and the facility of cotlecting spec.
imens, very few data are available regarding the biology and ecology
of these bivalyes

In the hope of filling this gap and of obtaining reliable daga for a
Systematic' review of thjs difficuly group {ef. ALZONA, 1971}, we have
focused our artention on some populations living in the river Po (near
the delta; and i lake Trasimeno. T hese localities seem to be highly
satisfactory for aur purposes because of the abundance of specimens at
VArious stages of growth thdt can be gathered there, This seemt 1o be a
clear demonstrarion that in such localities the life cycle of Anodonta siil
follows a regular pattern. ‘

Here are reported the resulis of the study of the reproductive cycle
of Ancdonts crgnea Lo (Anodonts piscinalis Auct.y in lake Trasimeno as
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